
CHILDREN’S TRAILS

An Introduction



What is a 
Children’s 
Trail? • An excellent way to discover 

more about places of worship, 
historic buildings, towns and 
villages

• A question sheet for children 
aged 8 -12 years

• An answer sheet for 
accompanying adults. 



What is it 
for? • An appealing way of teaching         

children about places of worship, 
historic buildings, their meaning 
and history, and local towns and 
villages 

• They encourage investigation into 
architecture, art, and furnishings

• The well-researched answer sheets 
give additional background 
information for adult helpers, 
often revealing new insights into 
familiar objects.



Who makes 
a Children’s 
Trail?

• Any member of The Arts Society 
can make a Children’s Trail

• It helps to have the following skills 
within a small team…….

Some understanding of children                     
(8-12 years)

Simple drawing skills

Ability to take good digital  
photographs

Computer skills to transfer
the questions to the templates.



Why make a 
Children’s 
Trail?

• Help children to appreciate 
the country’s rich heritage

• Very few volunteers needed
• Low cost to Societies
• It’s manageable

achievable
affordable 
and great FUN!

• Publicity for your society & The 
Arts Society.



How to get 
started

• Ask your society for agreement 
to fund the Trail 

• Select a location of interest and 
obtain agreement 

• Register the Trail via The Arts 
Society website (you have 
probably already done this)

• Your Children’s Trail Area 
Representative will contact you 
to arrange to meet your team at 
the location

• You will be given access to the 
Children’s Trails microsite

• Plenty of information sheets and 
examples of trails are available 
on the site.



The Question 
sheet

• Two sides of A4 

• Easy to use

• Site plan to lead children around 
the trail

• Template format

• Simple to produce.



The Answer 
sheet

• Two sides of A4  

• A brief history of the site

• Answers to the children’s                        
questions in bold

• Additional information for the 
adults to answer questions from 
the children.



Accompanying 
adults • Help to guide children around 

the location and interpret the 
plan

• Able to explain answers and 
respond to any additional 
questions the children may 
have.



How much 
does it cost • Normally, no more than £50 for 

printing and a memory stick, or 
a laminated QR code poster 
which would be cheaper.

How long 
does it take

• That depends entirely on the 
team but around 6 months 
would be a realistic target.



Designing a 
Trail • Look at the location through the 

eyes of a child
• Draft questions and answers at 

the same time
• Consult with your CTAR
• Transfer to the template 
• Add plans and photos / drawings 

to the Question sheet and 
photographs to the Answer sheet

• Trial the Trail with a few children 
& adults, and revise if needed

• Submit Trail for checking.



Launching 
the Trail

• With a local school
• This can be as simple or as 

grand as you wish  
• Have pencils & maybe 

clipboards available
• Arrange refreshments
• Present: 

Copies of the question and 
answers
A4 stands & memory stick        
/ QR code poster
Stickers & certificate

• Remember the Press.


